
  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Acton-Boxborough Regional  
School Committee Meeting 

 
 
 

 
November 6, 2014 

 
6:45 p.m. Executive Session 

7:00 p.m.  Open Meeting 
 

at the R.J. Grey Junior High Library 



 

 

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE (ABRSC) MEETING 
 

Library                      November 6, 2014 
R.J. Grey Junior High School          6:45 p.m. Executive Session 
          7:00 p.m. Open Meeting               

 
AGENDA (revised)  

1. Call to Order  (6:45 p.m.) 
 

2. Executive Session – “Strategy with respect to collective bargaining” 
 

BACK TO OPEN MEETING 
 

3. Chairman’s Introduction  
 
4. Statement of Warrant and Approval of Minutes   

4.1. Minutes of School Committee Meetings 
4.1.1.  10/28/14  (3 Board Meeting) 
4.1.2.   9/4/14,  9/18/14, 10/9/14 (ES) and 10/16/14 (all at next meeting) 
 

5. Public Participation  
 
6. Annual Enrollment Projections Presentation – Mary Ann Ashton, Peter Ashton  

 
7. FY16 School Calendar Discussion – FIRST READING - Glenn Brand 

7.1. Memo with policy IC/ICA 
7.2. Proposed Draft #1- Schools Open 9/2/15 (before Labor Day), 3 religious holidays off 
7.3. Proposed Draft #2 – Schools Open 9/8/15 (after Labor Day), 3 religious holidays off 
7.4. Current FY15 School Calendar, fyi 

 
8. Single Tier Elementary Busing Presentation – JD Head  

 
9. MCAS Report – Deborah Bookis 

9.1. Presentation slides (revised from original packet) 
9.2. MA DESE 2014 School Accountability Determinations slides 
9.3. Fewer Mass. Schools Earn Top State Rating, Boston Globe, 9/29/14 
9.4. Competency Determination Decision for the Class of 2019, DESE, 6/13/14 
9.5. Spring 2014 MCAS results posted at:            

http://www.abschools.org/departments/curriculum/assessment 
 

10. Finance Department Update – Clare Jeannotte   
10.1. FY15 Update  

10.1.1. Recommendation to Approve Revision to Table 6 – VOTE 
   

11. OPEB Trust Fund Annual Meeting Report – Kristina Rychlik  
11.1. OPEB Trust Agreement, 12/6/12 
11.2. FY14 Portfolio Review, 6/30/14 

 
12. FY15 Superintendent and District Goals – FIRST READ - Glenn Brand  

 
13. Subcommittee Updates   



 

 

13.1. Outreach – Kristina Rychlik (oral)  
13.2. Policy  

13.2.1.   Consent Agenda #7 – FIRST READ – Maria Neyland (next meeting) 
13.2.2.   Public Participation at School Committee Meetings, File: BEDH (new) – FIRST READ 

– Maria Neyland 
13.2.3. Criminal Offender Record Information (CORI), File: ADDA (new) – FIRST READ – 

Marie Altieri 
13.2.4. Fingerprint-Based Criminal History Record Information (CHRI) Checks, File: ADDB 

(new) ) – FIRST READ – Marie Altieri 
13.3. Regionalization Financial Oversight – meeting on 10/23/14 – Mike Coppolino (oral) 
13.4. Establish Budget Subcommittee members -VOTE– Kristina Rychlik (oral) 
 

14. School Committee Member Reports   
14.1. Acton Leadership Group (ALG) – Kristina Rychlik  

14.1.1. Minutes from 10/9/14 meeting 
14.2. Boxborough Leadership Forum (BLF) – Maria Neyland 
14.3. Health Insurance Trust (HIT)– Mary Brolin  
14.4. Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) Task Force– Dennis Bruce  
14.5. Acton Finance Committee - Dennis Bruce  
14.6. Acton Board of Selectmen - Paul Murphy 
14.7. Acton-Boxborough SpedPAC – Paul Murphy 
14.8. Boxborough Finance Committee- Maria Neyland  
14.9. Boxborough Board of Selectmen – Brigid Bieber 
14.10. Joint PTO/PTSO/PTF Co-Chairs – Deanne O’Sullivan 
14.11. Three Board Meeting - Acton Selectmen, Finance Committee and ABRSC on 10/28/14 – 

 Kristina Rychlik 
14.11.1.  Presentation slides from the 3 Boards  

14.12. Boxborough Master Plan Update – Maria Neyland 
 

15. Recommendation to Approve Field Trip to Quebec – VOTE -  Glenn Brand  
 

16. Superintendent’s Report – Glenn Brand  
16.1. Update on District Committees 

16.1.1.1. District Safety & Emergency, chaired by the Superintendent 
16.1.1.2. Superintendent’s Safety Task Force, chaired by the Superintendent 
16.1.1.3. Anti-Bullying & Harassment Review, chaired by Todd Chicko & Priscilla Kotyk 
16.1.1.4. School Wellness Advisory, chaired by Diana McNicholas & Diane Spring 

 
17. FOR YOUR INFORMATION    

17.1. High School Discipline Report, October 2014 (addendum) 
17.2. Junior High Discipline Report, October 2014 (addendum) 
17.3. FY15 School Improvement Plan revision, Douglas School, October 2014 
17.4. No School, Delayed Opening & Emergency Release Procedures memo to families 
17.5. ABRSD Pupil Services 

17.5.1. Early Childhood Student Population, 11/1/14 
17.5.2. ELL Student Population by School, 11/1/14 

17.6. Dismissal Schedule for 11/26/14 
17.7. Monthly Enrollment, November 1, 2014 

 
ADJOURN 
NEXT MEETINGS: 11/20/14 and 12/4/14, ABRSC Meetings, 7:30 p.m. Junior High Library 
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Peter K. Ashton
Mary Ann Ashton

November 6, 2014

Update on School Enrollment  
Projections

2014

Enrollment Continues to Decline

 Enrollment this year is down in both towns
 Region experienced a decline of 108 students or 

2% broken down as follows:
Acton:
 Elementary enrollment declined by 25 students 

 JHS declined by 11 students

 HS declined by 27 students 

Boxborough:
 Elementary down by 8 students 

 JHS decreased by 9 students 

 HS decreased by 28 students

 Continuation of long term trend
2
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Difference between Projection and Actual for 
2014

3

This is where we attempt to show how good we are at predicting the 
future.  Of  course this is only one year out, but overall we under
predicted by 31 students or an error rate of less than 0.5%

Looking back 7 years we were only 
off by about 3.5% in predicting this 
year’s total enrollment.

Blue means we under predicted, red means we 
over predicted, e.g., for Acton kindergarten we 
predicted 269 and 275 arrived
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What is the Cohort Survival 
Method?
 Computes the ratio of children in one grade 

compared to the number who “survive” to the next 
grade
 Starting point is birth to kindergarten ratio
 based on relationship between kindergarten enrollments 

and live births five years earlier

 Grade progression ratios follow the number of 
children who advance from one grade to the next

 Relies on birth data and birth projections 
 Captures effects of net migration, population 

changes, retention rates, housing trends
 Assumes history is a reasonable predictor of the future

 Use 5 year average of historical trends4
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Building Permits by Town

SF Building Permits:
 The number of 

single family 
permits in Acton 
is increasing 
again after a 
decade long 
decline

 Boxborough 
housing permits 
have been 
declining since 
2002
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Births in Acton and Boxborough

 Acton and Boxborough births declining since 2002; 2013 appears 
anomalous for Acton

 Reflects a state-wide trend of declining births
 Our birth model suggests some slight increase in the future, but 

well below the trend observed in 1990s and early 2000s6
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Comparison of Birth to Kindergarten Ratios

Most volatile of the predictors of enrollment; spreads out by third grade7
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Boxborough Acton

Enrollment  Projections

 Projections developed using “standard” model 
(excludes “choice”)

 Project separately for the two towns given different 
trends

 Birth projections have been revised downward again

 Residential development on the wane in both towns

 Housing turnover is picking up as housing market 
recovers

 Decline in births and low new construction lead to 
decrease in enrollment over the next decade
 If turnover accelerates, this could mitigate the decline 

slightly8
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Enrollment  Projections

 Region-wide enrollment continues to decline for the 
foreseeable future
 A decline of almost 1,200 students region-wide vs. 

today’s enrollment 

 Enrollment doesn’t begin to increase until 2023 at 
elementary level
 Regional elementary enrollment drops by about 550 

students between now and 2022; then increases by 
about 100 students by 2026

 JHS/SHS both continue to drop; total decline is 740 
students between now and 2026
 Total enrollment at JHS drops to about 625 by 2025

 HS enrollment drops to 1400 by 2026
9

Regional K-6 Enrollment
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Junior High Enrollment
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Total Regional Enrollment 

13
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Elementary School
Acton, MA: 2003-2026

Year K-12 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total
2003* 4,517 334 348 369 360 355 365 349 2,480
2004* 4,575 328 352 363 376 365 361 379 2,524
2005* 4,654 308 352 359 372 380 375 370 2,516
2006* 4,712 305 315 371 375 375 387 390 2,518
2007* 4,762 292 320 340 389 394 382 397 2,514
2008* 4,773 301 326 336 349 381 404 384 2,481
2009* 4,830 334 333 349 358 359 391 407 2,531
2010* 4,815 320 347 342 344 369 360 394 2,476
2011* 4,760 294 333 354 351 351 369 361 2,413
2012* 4,768 267 312 348 382 354 354 382 2,399
2013* 4,713 281 302 316 365 375 355 358 2,352
2014* 4,650 275 303 314 325 377 377 356 2,327
2015 4,574 271 294 312 325 330 378 382 2,292
2016 4,472 250 290 303 322 329 331 383 2,209
2017 4,370 246 268 299 313 327 331 335 2,118
2018 4,271 224 263 275 309 318 328 335 2,052
2019 4,149 228 240 270 285 313 319 332 1,988
2020 4,069 232 244 247 279 289 315 323 1,929
2021 3,989 236 248 251 255 284 290 318 1,883
2022 3,887 240 252 256 260 259 285 293 1,845
2023 3,783 244 257 260 264 264 260 288 1,836
2024 3,711 247 261 264 269 268 265 263 1,837
2025 3,674 251 265 268 273 273 269 268 1,867
2026 3,650 262 269 272 277 277 274 272 1,903

PROJECTIONS High School
Junior School Acton, MA: 2003-2026

Acton, MA: 2003-2026

Year 7 8 Total Year 9 10 11 12 Total

2003* 375 354 729 2003* 343 328 315 322 1308
2004* 351 368 719 2004* 362 338 332 300 1332
2005* 391 351 742 2005* 368 361 341 326 1396
2006* 382 400 782 2006* 345 364 369 334 1412
2007* 395 381 776 2007* 391 345 366 370 1472
2008* 402 407 809 2008* 385 394 342 362 1483
2009* 393 402 795 2009* 402 382 383 337 1504
2010* 395 401 796 2010* 402 390 370 381 1543
2011* 391 408 799 2011* 385 415 387 361 1548
2012* 375 396 771 2012* 408 392 419 379 1598
2013* 389 376 765 2013* 394 404 393 405 1596
2014* 354 400 754 2014 372 400 404 393 1569
2015 357 361 717 2015 396 374 398 397 1565
2016 382 364 746 2016 357 398 372 391 1518
2017 384 390 773 2017 360 359 395 366 1479
2018 336 391 727 2018 385 361 357 389 1492
2019 335 342 677 2019 387 387 359 351 1484
2020 333 342 675 2020 338 389 385 353 1466
2021 323 339 663 2021 338 340 387 379 1443
2022 319 330 648 2022 336 340 338 380 1394
2023 289 325 614 2023 326 337 338 333 1334
2024 264 294 558 2024 321 328 335 332 1317
2025 268 269 537 2025 291 323 326 330 1270
2026 273 274 547 2026 266 292 321 320 1200

Revised Enrollment Projections - 11/14

PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS

PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS
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Elementary School
Boxborough, MA: 2003-2026

Year K-12 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total
2003* 1,146 66 68 91 87 86 108 95 601
2004* 1,151 66 70 74 98 79 85 109 581
2005* 1,152 67 74 67 75 96 84 88 551
2006* 1,126 60 67 76 68 76 95 87 529
2007* 1,102 54 70 69 72 68 76 95 504
2008* 1,078 58 57 72 71 70 72 77 477
2009* 1,030 45 59 60 66 74 74 73 451
2010* 1,005 48 54 66 61 68 73 70 440
2011* 952 51 49 53 66 60 72 77 428
2012* 897 43 52 51 53 63 65 72 399
2013* 858 35 43 53 55 57 69 64 376
2014* 813 38 37 45 59 55 58 76 368
2015 782 36 40 39 47 60 58 59 338
2016 756 34 39 42 40 47 62 59 323
2017 728 32 36 40 44 40 50 63 305
2018 700 37 34 37 42 44 42 50 287
2019 673 37 40 35 39 42 46 43 282
2020 650 37 40 41 36 39 44 47 285
2021 621 39 39 41 43 37 41 45 286
2022 611 41 42 41 43 43 39 42 291
2023 604 43 44 43 43 43 46 39 301
2024 594 45 46 46 45 43 46 46 317
2025 599 47 48 48 47 46 45 46 327
2026 616 50 50 50 50 48 48 46 341

PROJECTIONS
Junior High

Boxborough, MA: 2003-2026

Year 7 8 Total Year 9 10 11 12 Total
2003* 97 99 196 2003* 97 100 74 78 349
2004* 99 96 195 2004* 97 102 101 75 375
2005* 103 101 204 2005* 103 91 101 102 397
2006* 91 108 199 2006* 100 104 96 98 398
2007* 87 92 179 2007* 116 100 106 97 419
2008* 99 93 192 2008* 87 116 100 106 409
2009* 77 100 177 2009* 97 88 116 101 402
2010* 69 75 144 2010* 108 101 97 115 421
2011* 71 71 142 2011* 78 109 99 96 382
2012* 74 72 146 2012* 71 74 107 100 352
2013* 72 78 150 2013* 72 73 81 106 332
2014* 68 73 141 2014* 76 71 75 82 304
2015 76 69 145 2015 74 76 74 75 299
2016 59 77 136 2016 70 75 79 74 298
2017 58 60 118 2017 78 71 77 79 305
2018 63 59 123 2018 61 79 73 77 290
2019 50 64 115 2019 61 61 82 73 276
2020 43 51 94 2020 66 61 63 82 271
2021 47 44 91 2021 52 66 63 63 244
2022 45 48 93 2022 45 52 68 63 228
2023 41 46 87 2023 49 45 54 68 215
2024 39 42 81 2024 47 49 46 54 196
2025 46 40 86 2025 43 47 50 46 186
2026 46 47 93 2026 40 43 48 50 182

Revised Enrollment Projections - 11/14

Boxborough, MA: 2003-2026
High School

PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS

PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS
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Elementary School
ABRSD: 2010-2026

Year K-12 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 Total
2010* 5,820 368 401 408 405 437 433 464 2,916
2011* 5,712 345 382 407 417 411 441 438 2,841
2012* 5,665 310 364 399 435 417 419 454 2,798
2013* 5,571 316 345 369 420 432 424 422 2,728
2014* 5,463 313 340 359 384 432 435 432 2,695
2015 5,356 308 335 350 371 389 436 441 2,630
2016 5,228 284 329 345 362 377 393 442 2,532
2017 5,099 277 303 339 357 368 380 399 2,422
2018 4,971 262 296 312 351 362 371 385 2,339
2019 4,823 266 280 305 323 356 365 375 2,270
2020 4,720 269 284 288 316 328 359 370 2,214
2021 4,610 275 288 293 298 320 331 363 2,169
2022 4,498 281 294 297 303 302 323 335 2,136
2023 4,387 287 300 303 307 307 306 327 2,137
2024 4,305 293 306 310 314 311 310 309 2,153
2025 4,273 298 313 316 320 318 314 314 2,194
2026 4,266 312 319 322 327 325 321 318 2,244

PROJECTIONS High School
Junior School ABRSD: 2010-2026

ABRSD: 2010-2026

Year 7 8 Total Year 9 10 11 12 Total
2010* 464 476 940 2010* 510 491 467 496 1964
2011* 462 479 941 2011* 463 524 486 457 1930
2012* 449 468 917 2012* 479 466 526 479 1950
2013* 461 454 915 2013* 466 477 474 511 1928
2014* 422 473 895 2014 448 471 479 475 1873
2015 432 430 862 2015 470 450 471 472 1864
2016 441 441 882 2016 427 472 451 465 1815
2017 442 449 892 2017 438 429 473 445 1785
2018 399 451 849 2018 446 440 430 466 1782
2019 385 407 792 2019 447 448 441 424 1761
2020 376 393 769 2020 404 450 449 435 1737
2021 370 383 753 2021 390 406 450 442 1688
2022 364 377 741 2022 380 392 406 443 1622
2023 330 371 701 2023 374 382 392 401 1549
2024 303 336 639 2024 368 376 382 386 1512
2025 315 308 623 2025 334 370 376 376 1456
2026 319 321 640 2026 306 335 370 371 1382

Excludes choice Sources: Acton-Boxborough  School System
* Actual data Acton Town Clerk & Building Commissioner

Mass. Department of Public Health

NOTE:   This scenario is a result of utilizing 5 year average for 
           grade to grade ratios and for kindergarten to birth ratio

Revised Enrollment Projections - 11/14

PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS

PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT PROJECTIONS
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Impact of Single Tier 
Elementary Transportation

11/06/2014

Acton‐Boxborough Regional School District

Why Single Tier?

• Started the conversation in conjunction with K – 12 
Regionalization

• Stop the annual rotation of elementary school start times

• Get school communities off the “late schedule” 

• Pros vs. Cons
– More desirable school schedules

– Schedule consistency

– Possible better transportation support for extra‐curricular activities

– Expense 

– Parking / Maintenance Facility

– Staffing
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Operational Complications

• Centralized school locations decentralized population base
• Choice
• Explored multiple models 
• Routing parameters 

– Appropriate length of a bus ride
– Bus stop expectations
– Expectation to bus all students to any desired location

• Driver hiring and retention
• Driver Compensation
• School parking and driveway physical footprint
• Parking, Facility, and Staffing

Single‐Tier Anticipated Costs
• To run the operation as efficiently as possible while balancing 

acceptable routing parameters, we would need to run 52 Bus 
Routes 

• Elementary school routes would break down as follows:
– Douglas and Gates 16 routes
– McCarthy Towne and Merriam 16 routes
– Conant 10 routes
– Blanchard 7 routes
– Crosstown 3 routes

• Would increase regular education transportation spending by 
approximately $1.6 million per year

• Reimbursement consideration based on current reimbursement 
projections for this school year, about 77% of the 1.6 million 
would be reimbursable, assuming 65% reimbursement we would 
expect approximately $800K of the increase to be reimbursed.
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Impact on School Schedule

• Current Schedules 
– HS 7:23 AM – 2:18 PM

– Jr. High 7:30 AM – 2:06 PM

– Elem Early 8:40 AM – 2:50 PM

– Elem Late 9:20 AM – 3:30 PM 
• Buses clear 4 – 4:05 PM 6 buses / 4:05 – 4:15 20 buses / 4:15 – 4:25 6 buses

• Possible Single Tier
– HS 7:45 AM – 2:40 PM

– Jr. High 7:55 AM – 2:40 PM

– Elem Single 9:00 AM – 3:10 PM
• Schools empty buses rolling home by 3:25 PM, “latest” students arriving home by 

4:10 PM

Options

• Option A: Implement single tier September 2015

• Option B: Maintain current model

• Option C: Maintain current model but without a 
rotating elementary schedule

• Option D: Forego any changes until the start time 
discussion emerges with recommendations  
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Questions?
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Guiding Questions

 What is the current context for reviewing 
the results?

 What can these results tell us about our 
district’s strengths and our challenges?

 What are some ways we can address our 
challenges?

 What’s happening with MCAS and PARCC?
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Context

Multiple Measures

Standards

PARCC Field Test

Across the Commonwealth

Linda Darling Hammond

Charles E. Ducommun Professor of Education, Stanford University

 “Curriculum guidance should be lean . . . and allow 
teachers to create dynamic lessons responsive to 
their communities and their students’ needs.”

 “Curricular resources should be available for 
teachers to select, adapt, try out, and refine 
together in collegial settings across schools . . . 
assessments should be robust, developed with and 
scored by teachers, and provide students to 
demonstrate learning in many ways.”

Darling‐Hammond, Linda. “The Common‐Core Standards Offer a Guide,
Not a Straitjacket.” EdWeek 15 October 2014: 24. Print.
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MA Curriculum Frameworks‐Standards

Comprehensive Health

History, Social Studies, 
Civics, Geography

Mathematics

ELA and Literacy
Reading                 Writing

Listening and Speaking
Language

Performing Arts

Visual Arts

Science, Technology and    
Engineering  

World Languages

Context

Multiple Measures

Standards

PARCC Field Test

Across the Commonwealth
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PARCC Field Test

 Two 8th grade Algebra I Honors Classes participated 
in the field test.

 77% proficient or advanced 

 Add 50 students back . . . 40 at advanced, 10 at 
proficient

 Result would be 80% proficient or advanced

Context

Multiple Measures

Standards

PARCC Field Test

Across the Commonwealth
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Accountability 
What is PPI? (Progress and Performance Index)

100 Point Index assigned to districts,  schools and student 
groups based on progress from one year to the next

Based on:

 Achievement‐CPI (Composite Performance Index)

 Growth/Improvement‐SGP (Student Growth Percentile)

 For high schools only‐graduation and dropout rates

Points Progress

100 Above Target

75 On Target

50 Improved Below Target

25 No Change

0 Declined

State Accountability Levels

Schools Districts

Level 1     2013 31% 24%

Level 2    2013 48% 57%

Level 1    2014 26% 19%

Level 2    2014 53% 61%
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Accountability

 Acton Public Schools
 Level 2‐one or more schools in the district 
classified as Level 2

 Cumulative PPI for all students is 93 (met target)

 Cumulative PPI for High Needs Group is 69 (did 
not meet target)

 Low Income Cumulative PPI: 73

 ELL and Former ELL Cumulative PPI: 74

 Students with Disabilities Cumulative PPI: 70

Accountability

 Boxborough School District
 Level 1

 Cumulative PPI for all students is 100 (met target)

 Cumulative PPI for High Needs Group is 100 (met 
target)

 Low Income Cumulative PPI: N/A

 ELL and Former ELL Cumulative PPI: N/A

 Students with Disabilities Cumulative PPI: 100
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Accountability

 Acton‐Boxborough Regional School 
District
 Level 2‐one or more schools in the district 
classified as Level 2

 Cumulative PPI for all students is 99 (met target)

 Cumulative PPI for High Needs Group is 78 (met 
target)

 Low Income Cumulative PPI: 59

 ELL and Former ELL Cumulative PPI: N/A

 Students with Disabilities Cumulative PPI: 79

ELA Achievement and 
Student Growth Percentiles 

(SGP)

Acton Public Schools Aggregate

Grade Median SGP % Proficiency

3 ‐‐‐‐ 77%

4 46 Improvement but Below Target 69%

5 56 On Target 84%

6 60 High Growth 88%
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ELA Achievement and 
Student Growth Percentiles 

(SGP)

Boxborough  School District Aggregate

Grade Median SGP % Proficiency

3 ‐‐‐‐ 83%

4 61 High Growth 78%

5 59.5 On Target 96%

6 46 Improvement but Below Target 87%

ELA Achievement and 
Student Growth Percentiles 

(SGP)

Acton‐Boxborough Regional School District Aggregate

Grade Median SGP % Proficiency

7 55 On Target 92%

8 54 On Target 95%

10 54 On Target 99%
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ELA SGPs 
District Aggregates  and High 

Needs Groups 

Acton Boxborough A‐B

All 54 55.5 55

High Needs 45 41 51

Disability 40 35 49

ELL  43.5 N/A N/A

Low Income 43 N/A 43

Mathematics Achievement and 
Student Growth Percentiles 

(SGP)

Acton Public Schools Aggregate

Grade Median SGP % Proficiency

3 ‐‐‐‐ 81%

4 63 High Growth 68%

5 65 High Growth 87%

6 72 High Growth 89%
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Mathematics Achievement and 
Student Growth Percentiles 

(SGP)

Boxborough School District Aggregate

Grade Median SGP % Proficiency

3 ‐‐‐‐ 80%

4 79 High Growth 80%

5 65.5 High Growth 96%

6 55 On Target 80%

Mathematics Achievement and 
Student Growth Percentiles 

(SGP)

Acton‐Boxborough Regional School District Aggregate

Grade Median SGP % Proficiency

7 57 On Target 84%

8 53 On Target (?) 77%  (80%)

10 57 On Target 97%
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Mathematics SGPs 
District Aggregates  and High 

Needs Groups 

Acton Boxborough A‐B

All 66.5 66 56

High Needs 61 53 52

Disability 53 53 52

ELL  64 N/A N/A

Low Income 59 N/A 61

Science Achievement
Acton Public Schools

Boxborough School District

Acton‐Boxborough Regional School District

Grade District Proficiency State Proficiency

5 80% 55%

Grade District Proficiency State Proficiency

5 89% 55%

Grade District Proficiency State Proficiency

8 72% 42%

10 96% 71%
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How can we address our 
challenge areas?

 Personnel

 Structures and Resources

 Curriculum Development

 Professional Learning

PARCC/MCAS Update

High School Competency Determination

●Originally the Class of 2018 was to be the last cohort to have 
to pass MCAS for graduation requirement and competency 
determination.
●At June 24, 2014 Board of Elementary and Secondary 
Education Meeting, they voted to extend the use of MCAS 
through Class of 2019.
●Rationale ‐ decision won’t be made until Nov. 2015, after 
these students enter high school. If PARCC is adopted, 
presumably class of 2020 (current 7th graders) will have to 
take PARCC as CD.
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PARCC/MCAS Update

High School Competency Determination

●Rationale ‐ decision won’t be made until Nov. 2015, after 
these students enter high school. If PARCC is adopted, 
presumably class of 2020 (current 7th graders) will have to 
take PARCC as CD.

PARCC ? NOW last 
MCAS

WAS last 
MCAS

MCAS

2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015

7 8 9 10 11 12

PARCC/MCAS Update

Fall 2015 Board of Elementary and Secondary Education 
votes whether or not to adopt PARCC

If BESE votes to adopt PARCC, then:

2015‐2016

PARCC Test for grades 3‐8

PARCC will offer computer‐based and pencil‐and‐paper tests

MCAS for grade 10

Continued MCAS for STE grades 5, 8 and 10

DESE budget determines extent to which PARCC assessments 
available for grades 9 and 11
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DESE Timeline for “Two‐Year” Test Drive

One last story . . . 

Acton and Boxborough

• Care about education
• Actively engage in  
environmental  stewardship

• Volunteer
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Thank you.
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